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would like to discuss the

importance of the child car
safety seats.

Motor vehicle i 1nJurles were
the leading cause of death
among children in the U.S.
From 1996 through 2005, more
than 3,800 child occupants
between the ages of 4 and 8
died in traffic crashes. About 50
percent of those 3,800 children
were unrestrained. Of those re-
strained, most were improperly
restrained in a seat belt that
was designed for adults, rather

‘than in a child car safety seat or
booster seat.

Children inappropriately
restrained in seat belts are 3.5
times more likely to suffer ab-
dominal injury and four times
more likely to suffer head/brain
injury than children appro-
priately restrained in booster
seats.
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Additionally, children )
exposed to deployed air bags
are twice as likely to suffer

_significant injury as children

not exposed. To ensure children
riding in vehicles are protected,
the Frederick-Firestone Fire
Protections District Firefighters
urge all children be properly
restrained for their age, height,
and weight; infants, until they
are at least 20 pounds and at

least 1.year old, be in a rear-fac-
ing child safety seat; toddiers,
until they are about 40 punds
or age 4, be in a child safety seat
facing forward; and children,
until they are about 8o pounds
or age 8, be in booster seats.

All children under 13 years

old should ride in the back seat -

of the car for increased safety
and older children should use
lap and shoulder belts.

Frederick-Firestone Fire Pro-
tection District has six firefight-
ers certified by the National
Highway Safety Transportation
Administration to perform

- car seat inspections. Child car

safety seat inspections can be
conducted by one of our certi-
fied firefighters at any Fred-
rick-Firestone Fire Protection
District fire station.

Child car safety seat Inspec-
tion Cliriics are held four times
a year during the community

Keeping kids sate in vehicles

safety days programs. The next
child car safety seat Inspection
Clinic will be May 5 at Station
3, located at 6800 Tillbury Ave.
off of Firestone Boulevard near
Frontier St. The child car safety
seat inspections are a free

service provide by the Freder-

ick-Firestone Fire Protection
District. More information can
be found at www.carseatscolo-
rado.com.

If you need further assis-
tance, contact the fire district
administration at 303-833-2742.




