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Back to School Safety Tips: School Bus Stops,
Why students are in danger

Millions of children in the United States ride safely
to and from school on school buses each day. Although
school buses are the safest way to get them to school,
an average of 33 school-age children die in school bus-
related traffic crashes each year.

Most of those killed are pedestrians, five {o seven
years old. They are hit in the danger zone around the
bus, either by a passing vehicle or-by the school bus
itself. It is illegal for a car to pass a bus when its red
lights are flashing. In neighborhoods, near schools, and
at bus stops, drivers need to take special care because children do not behave
like adults. They can become easily distracted and may begin to cross the street
without looking. They don’t understand the danger of moving vehicles, and they
find it difficult to judge vehicle speed or distance. Most importantly, children expect |
yehicles to stop for them at the school bus stop.

Young children are most likely hit because they hurry to get on or off the bus, act
before they think, assume motorists will see them and will wait for them to cross, and
they don't always stay within the bus driver’s sight. ‘

Safety steps you can take:

. Supervise children to make sure they get to the bus stop on time, stand away from the
road, and avoid rough play near the road.

Teach your child to ask the driver for help if he or she drops something near the bus.
if a child stoops to pick up something, the driver cannot see them, creating a situation where
they could be hit by the bus. A book bag or backpack helps keep loose items together.
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. Make sure clothing has no loose drawstrings and backpack straps are short, so they
don‘t get caught in the handrail or bus door. i
. Encourage safe school bus loading and unlcading.

. If you think a bus stop is in a dangerous place, talk with your school office or
transportation director about changing the location.

. The Danger Zone is an area 10 feet around the school bus. When loading, stay away
from the danger zone and wait for the driver's signal before proceeding. Board the bus in single
file.

. When unloading, look before stepping off the bus to be sure no cars are passing on
the shoulder (side of the road). Move away from the bus, but stay in the bus driver’s line of
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Before crossing the street, take five “giant steps” out from the front of the bus, or until
the driver’s face can be seen. Wait for the driver to signal that it is safe to cross.

° Look left-right-left when coming to the edge of the bus to make sure traffic is stopped.
Continue to watch for traffic when crossing.

Standard school bus stop laws

Learn and follow the school bus laws for motorists in Colorado. Laws exist to

protect children getting on and off the bus AND to protect you from a tragedy. Check
with your school transportation office or police department for more information on
our state’s laws. Here are a few standard rules:

. Motorists coming to a school bus from either direction must stop when the bus
displays flashing red warning lights and extends the stop signal arm. These signals show that
children are getting on or off the school bus.

. Vehicles may not pass untii the flashing red lights and signals are turned off.

Drivers traveling in the same direction as the bus are always required to stop.
Never pass on the right side of the bus, where chiidren enter or exit. This is iflega! and
can have tragic resuits.

Violation of these laws can result in 2 citation and fine.

Riding in a Car:

You might have heard before that most traffic crashes occur close to home; they

do.

Safety belts are the best form of protection passengers have in the event of a crash.

You are four times more likely to be seriously injured or killed if ejected from the vehicle in a
crash.

Everyone needs to be buckled up properly; older kids in seat belts, younger kids in
booster seats and little kids in child safety seats.

Walking and Biking to School:

Even if you don’t ride in a motor vehicle, you still have to protect yourself.
Because of minimal supervision, young pedestrians face.a wide variety of situations
and dangers while walking to and from school. Here are a few basic safety tips to
follow:

>

Mind all traffic signals and/cr the crossing guard - never cross the street against a
tight, even if you don't see any traffic coming.

. Walk your bike through intersections.

. Walk with a buddy.

Wear reflective material; it makes you more visible to street traffic.
For further information contact the Frederick-Firestone Fire Protection District,
303-833-2742.

This information provided by the Frederick-Firestone Fire Protection District. For
more information contact us at 303-833-2742.
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